
Corporate Director for Corporate Services: Sally Holland
Civic Centre : Victoria Avenue : Southend-on-Sea : Essex SS2 6ER
Customer Service Centre: 01702 215000 : www.southend.gov.uk

 

 
 

Civic Centre, Victoria Avenue, Southend-on-Sea, Essex, SS2 6ER 
Customer Service Centre: 01702 215000: www.southend.gov.uk 

Southend-on-Sea City Council 
Strategy, Change & Governance 
Executive Director: Stephen Meah-Sims (Interim) 

 Civic Centre, Victoria Avenue, Southend-on-Sea, Essex SS2 6ER 
 01702 215000 
 www.southend.gov.uk 

 

 
01 December 2022 
 
 
Dear Councillor 
 
POLICY AND RESOURCES SCRUTINY COMMITTEE - THURSDAY, 1ST DECEMBER, 
2022 
 
Please find enclosed, for consideration at the next meeting of the Policy and Resources 
Scrutiny Committee taking place on Thursday, 1st December, 2022, the following report(s) 
that were unavailable when the agenda was printed. 
 
 
Agenda No Item 
 
  
 3. Questions from Members of the Public (Pages 1 - 2) 

 
 
 
Stephen Tautz 
Principal Democratic Services Officer 
Democratic Services 
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POLICY & RESOURCES SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 
 

1 DECEMBER 2022  
 

QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
 

 
QUESTIONS FROM DAVID WEBB TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR CORPORATE 
MATTERS & PERFORMANCE DELIVERY 
 
(1) Who and how are our Business Rates set each year in Southend Borough 

Council? 
 
Thank you for your question Mr Webb. The Government’s Valuation Office Agency is 
responsible for the maintenance of the Local Rating List, including setting the provision of a 
rateable value for each property contained within the list, which broadly includes all property 
that is not domestic, but able to attract a market rent. These values currently reflect the 
achievable rent on 1st April 2015. Central Government is responsible for setting, before each 
tax year, a National Non-Domestic Rate and Small Business Rate multiplier. For the current 
financial year these are 51.2p and 49.9p respectively. 
 
Southend-on-Sea City Council is responsible for the administration and collection of Business 
Rates and use the information provided above to calculate the annual charge in respect of 
each property (rateable value times by the multiplier) subject to the various reliefs and 
exemptions that are available dependent on the various nature of each property.   
 
(2) What has been our collection rate for Business Rates over this financial year in 

2019, 2020, 2021? 
 

Southend-on-Sea City Council has collected the following in respect of the following financial 
years: 
 
• 1st April 2019 – 31st March 2020 – 98.3% and by 30th September 2022 at 99.8% 
• 1st April 2020 – 31st March 2021 -  90.6% and by 30th September 2022 at 98.5% 
• 1st April 2021 – 31st March 2022 – 97.3% and by 30th September 2022 at 97.8% 
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